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Celebrating the Avon New Cut  
 
“A Celebration of the Avon New Cut" is a 
new book produced by a group of local 
people and published by Fiducia Press.  It 
provides a fascinating account of the Cut’s 
history, its geology, its wildlife and ideas 
about its future.  
 
The book celebrates the 200th anniversary 
of the creation of the Avon New Cut, which 
changed Bristol’s geography and history 
forever.  It contains an excellent collection 
of photographs, maps and illustrations, and 
is essential reading for anyone with an 
interest in Bristol past and present. 
 
Copies are available at a very reasonable 
price of £7.00 from the Southville Centre. 
 
 
Discover Wildlife on the New Cut 
 
Free copies of our leaflet "Discovering 
Wildlife on the Avon New Cut" are now 
available at the Southville Centre, the 
CREATE Centre and Riverside Garden 
Centre.  Why not pick up a copy and go 
and explore the wealth of wildlife on your 
doorstep?   
 
 
 

 Heritage Heroes! 
 
Local volunteers, including everyone who 
has helped to improve the Cut over the 
past 18 months, are award winners!  The 
Southville Community Development 
Association’s “Green Spaces Heritage 
Project” was one of 4 projects nominated 
for their work in improving wildlife habitats 
in the South West of England.   
 
We may have less wildlife in the centre of 
Bristol than rural areas enjoy, but we were 
selected as winners of the Heritage Lottery 
Fund’s “Heritage Heroes” award!  Part of 
the reason we won, is because of the hard 
work that local people are doing to make 
the Cut and surrounding areas attractive to 
wildlife.  So well done to all who helped. 
 
 
Independence! 
 
FrANC is now an independent voluntary 
organisation with its own constitution and 
management committee.  This will enable 
FrANC to raise its profile in Bristol and 
beyond, and to raise funds for events and 
activities focussed on the Cut.  See 
overleaf for details of the committee, which 
was elected at our meeting on 11 May. 
 
 
Next FrANC meeting 
 
The FrANC committee will next be meeting 
at the Southville Centre at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 10 August.   
 
Anyone with an interest in the Cut is 
welcome to attend, to help plan for the 
future, and to get involved in events and 
activities.  More details are given overleaf. 
 

 

 

 
Friends of the Avon New Cut (FrANC) 

c/o The Southville Centre, Beauley Road, 
Southville, BS3 1QG. 
Tel: 0117 923 1039. 

See also the Southville Centre website at 
www.southvillecentre.org.uk 

 

 
 

 



 
Events and activities 
 
Wild Flower Discovery Walk 
 
The richness of flora on the Cut was 
evident when we spotted over 45 different 
wild flowers during our walk on 11 June.  
These included biting stonecrop (a lovely 
yellow flower growing on the chocolate 
path) and rosy garlic (quite unusual to see 
on the Cut).  We also saw ivy broomrape in 
flower – some of it growing through the 
asphalt footpath on Cumberland Road! 
 
Litter clearance 
 
We are in discussion with Bristol City 
Council about ways to keep the Cut tidier, 
and hope to have 2 more litterbins in place 
before too long.  South Bristol Caving Club 
has kindly offered to remove bulky items 
from stretches of the riverbanks that can 
only be reached with ropes, and we have 
arranged to meet the manager of ASDA to 
explore ways of working together to lessen 
the litter that is dumped along the riverbank 
near their store.  We are grateful to our 
Southville Councillors for their support in 
setting up these meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Riverside walks 
 
If you missed this year’s walks along the 
Cut and Colliter’s Brook, they are likely to 
be repeated next year.  If you have an idea 
for a themed walk or talk, the committee 
would be pleased to hear from you. 
 
 
FrANC Committee 2006/07 
 
The committee elected for the first year is 
Tess Green (Chair), Stuart Lees (Vice 
Chair), Tracy Whale (Treasurer), John 
Purkiss (Secretary) and Jo Young.   

  
Plans for the future 
 
Lots of ideas for improving the Cut were 
put forward at the FrANC meeting in May.  
The committee has identified five activities 
as their priorities for the next 12 months: 
 

• Establish the Cut as a recognised  
“Local Nature Reserve”  

• Organise more themed walks  
• Organise more clean-ups  
• Produce newsletters  
• Involve local businesses. 
 
They also decided to try and set up four 
“project groups” focussing on: 
 
• Arts (ideas include involving school 

children in making ceramic tiles glazed 
with mud from the riverbanks) 

 

• Green energy (investigate ways in 
which energy might be generated from 
the Cut) 

 

• Access and traffic (increase public 
access and take action to reduce traffic 
speed on roads alongside the Cut).   

 

• Development (keep an eye on planning 
applications that may affect the Cut, 
and alert people to potential conflicts of 
interest). 

 
These project groups will not happen 
unless people come forward and offer to 
become involved.  If you would like to help 
organise activities and events, please let 
us know by contacting John Purkiss 
(telephone him on 966 5462 or e-mail him 
at johnpurkiss@talk21.com or leave a note 
for him at the Southville Centre). 
 
 
Are you on our mailing list? 
 
If you are not on our mailing list and would 
like to be, please send your name, 
address, telephone number and (if you 
have one) your e-mail address to John 
Purkiss (johnpurkiss@talk21.com) or leave 
a note for him at the Southville Centre. 

 

 

For up-to-date news and  
information about FrANC,  

visit the Southville Centre website at 
www.southvillecentre.org.uk 


